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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 4666 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, LE, UN, MARR, SY, PEPR 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL MOVEMENT'S VIEW OF THE CURRENT SITUATION 

1 . DEPUTY ALBERT MANSOUR, A LEADING MEMBER OF THE 
LEFTIST NATIONAL MOVEMENT, TOLD DCM AND EMBOFF THE 
FOLLOWING AUGUST 1 1 . 

2. THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT GENERALLY VIEWED THE 
AUGUST 9 DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT IN EAST BEIRUT AS 
POSITIVE, ALTHOUGH THE FULL MEANING WAS STILL 
UNCLEAR AND THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT WAS RESERVING 
FINAL JUDGMENT. THE AGREEMENT, IF IT HELD, WOULD ALLOW 
MANY INNOCENT CIVILIANS TO RETURN TO BEIRUT AND WOULD 
FACILITATE A RESUMPTION OF DOMESTIC TRADE AND TRAFFIC. 

MANSOUR WAS AT A LOSS TO EXPLAIN WHY THE MURABITOUN 
HAD CRITICIZED THE AGREEMENT IN A STATEMENT CARRIED 
BY MOST NEWSPAPERS THE MORNING OF AUGUST 11. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. IT WAS ESSENTIAL THAT THE DISENGAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT BE FOLLOWED BY THE FORMATION OF A POLITICAL 
CABINET AND BY A SERIOUS EFFORT TO ARRIVE AT SOME SORT 
OF A NATIONAL ENTENTE. MANSOUR WAS, HOWEVER, 

DOUBTFUL THAT THE CURRENT CEASE-FIRE AGREEMENT WOULD 
HOLD AND WAS SUSPICIOUS OF THE MOTIVES OF THE 
SYRIANS FOR AGREING TO IT. (MANSOUR IS VERY 
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HOSTILE TO THE SYRIAN PRESENCE.) AS ONEROUS AS 
THE SYRIAN PRESENCE WAS, WITHOUT IT THERE WOULD BE 
RENEWED CIVIL WAR IN THE ABSENCE OF NATIONAL ENTENTE, 
MANSOUR SAID. 

3. MANSOUR THOUGHT THAT SYRIAN EFFORTS TO EFFECT A 
RAPPROACHEMENT WITH THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT WOULD AMOUNT 
TO LITTLE. THE TWO SIDES HAD AGREED TO TOLERATE EACH 
OTHER FOR TACTICAL REASONS FOR THE TIME BEING, BUT 

THE BASIC ANTIPATHY ON BOTH SIDES MADE IMPOSSIBLE 
ANY REAL ALLIANCE. 

4. MANSOUR PREDICTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
WOULD BE HEAVILY CRITICIZED IF THE LEBANESE ARMY 
BATTALION DID NOT GET TO KAWKABA. (HE BELIEVE IT 
NEVER WOULD.) HE SAID THE EPISODE HAD DEMONSTRATED: 

(A) THE ABSOLUTE LACK OF PREPARATION ON THE PART OF 
THE GOL, AND (B ) THE GOL'S FOLLY IN INSISTING 

OVER THE PAST MONTHS THAT THE SITUATIONS IN 
BEIRUT AND SOUTH LEBANON WERE CONNECTED. THE GOVERN- 
MENT SHOULD HAVE SAID THAT EACH COULD BE DEALT WITH 
SEPARATELY, BUT NOW THE GOL WOULD BE FORCED TO PAY 
THE PRICE OF ITS OWN SHORTSIGHTEDNESS. 

PARKER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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